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Here in the Multigraph Letter we look askance 
at a lot of things that the modern world seems 
to regard as automatically true. Particularly 
where it comes to the current deification of the 
Computer and the society-wide dismissive atti- 
tude toward all other prior machines that the 
human race has ever used, Your Editor finds he 
is far indeed from concurring. Therefore this 
publication's ultimate theme is obsolescence— 
the sad fact of perfectly good people, tools, 
and ways of working being cast aside in favor of 
ones that all too frequently seem far worse. The 
sailing ship, for instance: a laughable relic, or a 
means of transportation that took nothing ir- 
replaceable from the land, and neither poisoned 
nor damaged the sea or the air? 

The linoleum cut above was hand-engraved 
and printed by Fred Wood worth on a Multi- 
graph model 230. Text printed by Multilith 
from electrostatic plates. 
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MY FRIEND Kent Winslow wrote the following story 
after we'd been considering some of the directions in 
which civilization seemed to be headed. Jargon, for 
one thing, had almost mechanized official language, 
and we wondered how far it would go. Television was 
taken almost as seriously as reality, and even as far 
back as 1963 my Government teacher in high school 
had stated that there'd be no good reason to hold a 
criminal trial of Jack Ruby for murdering Lee Harvey 
Oswald, since millions of viewers had seen the act on 
TV. I responded : "Millions have seen Marshall Dillon 
shoot people, too. But do we even believe there IS a 
Marshall Dillon?" My objection was brushed aside as 
frivolous. Later, in the 1970's, I'd had a contract with 
Xerox University Microfilms which was supposed to 
involve the photographing of all the back-issues of my 
monthly commentary journal. Sometime afterward, 
when I got hold of one of the reels of film and ran it 
through a projector, I discovered that many issues and 
many pages in other issues, were missing. How much 
trust should we put in such a confident and poly- 
syllabic Brave New Reality? When I showed Kent a 
letter I'd gotten from one of these exponents of To- 
morrow who actually used the word "communication- 
izing", that was enough; a not so unrealistic story was 
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